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Editorial - More Musing on Words & Things | 


_ rather than just being another item on the list. It 


I stood there and said, “I am a Lesbian” and then 
thought, what on earth did I mean by that. Iam also 


A mother, A grandmother, A radical feminist, A 


white middle class woman, A student and so on. 


When I say, Iam A lesbian, am I claiming an identity, 


oram [distancing myself from it, by using the qualifier 


“A”? Icertainly couldn’t say, “Iam THE lesbian", as — 


if I personified or represented all lesbians. Yet... 
when I use “A” instead, am I not implying that there 
is a group called “lesbians” and that lam one of them. 
Does such a group exist, and if so, what does it look 
like, and who makes up that group? With only a little 
more than a year’s experience in this city, I can’t 
identify any one group that I'd call “the lesbians” of 
Edmonton (or “the lesbians” of Womonspace, for that 
matter) I am constantly delighted to run into gay 
women, dykes, (and a few queers) in the diversity of 
naming and persons; in all the ways in which we 
define our lives as lesbian and the subtle ways in 
which we identify each other. | 


Few of us wear signs declaring, “I ama lesbian”, but 
I have stood next to women in supermarket check- 
outs and elevators and known in my bones... this 
woman is. Occasionally she also ‘knows’ and we 
exchange eye contact ora smile. What is it that we are 
responding to? Is there a dykely essence? Or do our 
eyes do a stereotype inventory? You know... no 
make-up, wearing a purple plaid shirt, comfortable 
shoes, pinky ring and labrys earrings... BINGO, must 
be a dyke! If so, that doesn’t account for the ‘in the 
bones knowing’ of a woman in a fur coat, high heels 
and the full Avon treatment. 


Now, lets go back to my opening statement and 
rephrase it... 1AM LESBIAN. Hmmmn, takes on a 
different meaning, doesn’t it. It speaks to WHOI am 
rather that what group I see myselfa part of. In many 
ways “I am lesbian” affects those other identities 


= 


certainly affects how I am a mother and what I will 
‘tolerate from my children (especially the males) and 


‘how I am responding to my grandson. My feminist 
voice is a strong lesbian voice, my work as a student 
comes from a lesbian perspective and any ~ 
identification with race and class comes directly from 


being the “outsider” as a lesbian. Can I even be a 


4 “woman” as defined in our society,and also belesbian? — 
. For example, Webster's Dictionary gives the primary 


~ definition of womanas, wife + manand goes onto tell 


questionable. 


us that women are distinctly feminine in nature, or 
female servants??? Female we are... the rest is 


Our idea of having theme issues on pornography / 
censorship and/or lesbian sexuality does not seem to 
be working (and I refuse to write the whole newsletter 
and YOU don’t want to read my ideas alone, right?) 
We'll keep working towards those issues and see 


_ what widses Keep warm and love nee 


Sheryl 

Womonspace Purpose 
To foster a positive sense of Lesbian Identity among 
ourselves and the larger Community. — 


To counteract fear based on ignorance of the 
Lesbian lifestyle. "ea 


To foe the sense of isolation felt by many 
Lesbians. isi ar the 


| 


To further our awareness of Lesbian Issues. _ 


To provide comfortable social gatherings fay 
Lesbians and other Lesbian ‘ positive’ Womyn. 


sO- 302108 iS a0 HHO 


To encourage Lesbians to take the responsibility 7 
to strengthen the mater te. weary : 


40.3 ‘> 
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content. 
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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents . 


Loretta Love has 
completed a B.A. and 

is currently working in the 
field of social services. 


Dear Loretta, 
As relationships come and go, I too have had my 
share. | have also made my share of mistakes and 
have no problem admitting to them. A few years ago 
I left a very abusive relationship and got involved 
with a womyn on a pretty casual basis. However, the 
womyn ended up moving to the same city as I after | 
had ended my relationship with my abusive partner. 
I know that I should have been honest with her in 
telling her I wasn’t ready for a relationship at all, but 
feeling insecure and weak, I said nothing. My life 
went on and hers did too. I told her that I cared, yet 
never showed her anything but disregard. I want to 
tell her Iam sorry, but I know she could care less and 
would sooner think of me as a jerk. The fact is that I 
do see her out and about in the community and don’t 
want to fear running into her (even though I do). I 
have changed and I would like to make amends with 
this womyn, but confronting her, I just haven’t got the 
guts. I know that I made mistakes by not confronting 
her with my feelings but I am a new person. I have 
gone back to school to get my B.A. and have sought 
professional help; she is one of my last concerns. This 
town is too small to have enemies, besides | still care 
about her platonically and still would like to talk to 
her. 

What To Do 


Dear What To Do 

It’s true that we all make mistakes, and our main 
concern should be correcting them in a way that is 
positive for us. You say you want to make amends, 
but you don’t have “the guts” to “confront” this 
woman. Your choice of words indicates a great fear — 
is it fear of rejection? Your focus now should be in 
doing what's best for you, regardless of what she may 


Your questions and letters are 
welcome! Loretta will try to 

answer as many letters as possible. 
Please submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace, 9930 - 106 St. 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 


or may not think of you. Perhaps this is so hard for 
you because you are expecting something in return, 
whether it’s a renewal of your friendship, a complete 
rejection, or an embarrassing scene in public. You 
must know that you havenocontrolover what anyone 
else thinks, and if you’re trying to improve your life 
by putting an end to old situations or problems, you 
must do it for yourself alone. That means no 
expectations regarding the outcome. If you apologize 
as an act of release for yourself alone, you can calm 
most of your fear of speaking to her. Take the risk; 
after all, what’s more desirable — maintaining and 
building self-esteem, or living with the fear that this 
woman hates you? The method you employ should 
also suit your purpose. If you know where she lives, 
you could write her a letter, or call her. Or the next 
time you run into her you could walk up to her and 
makeasimple apology. Whatever you do, just besure 
it’s the right thing for you. 

Loretta 


Dear Loretta, 
lam a thirty year old, newly monogamous womyn 
who has been involved with the same partner for 
almost three years. | have been, in the past, very 
promiscuous, and now I find myself being half 
married. My concern is that I am having very lustful 
thoughts of other womyn and I feel guilty about it. | 
have not been unfaithful, but sometimes find myself 
wishing I could be. 1am happy, but because of these 
thoughts I wonder how happy I really am. Are these 
thoughts of mine normal? My partner and I havebeen 
together for almost three years, and I have a lot of fun 
with her, but still | have these thoughts. I would feel 
continued page 4 
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GAY & LESBIAN RIGHTS IN ALBERTA 


December, 1992 

¢ Alberta Human Rights Commission announces it 

will hear cases of discrimination against gays and 

lesbians (housing, employment, services) under 

the Individual Rights Protection Act. 

Anne Eskine talks openly about being fired because 

she is a lesbian. 

¢ Lawyers for Delwin Vriend (fired for being gay in 

early 1991), state that his suit against the Alberta 

Human Rights Commissin (for not hearing his case) 

will proceed. 

Dianne Mirosh (new Minister responsible for 

Alberta Human Rights Commission - among other 

things) announces that the commission will not 

hear cases. 

And... 

¢ Justice Minister, Kim Campell announces proposed 
legislation to add sexual orientation to Canadian 
Human Rights Code - but, also to tighten definition 
of marriage to opposite sex (putting lesbian/gay 
couples outside the loop for possible benefit sharing, 
immigration, child custody, etc.). 


Confused? ... 

e Maybe that's exactly what our "Politicians" want - 
confused people don't fight for their "Rights" very 
effectively, and we have to set the record straight at 
every opportunity - these are not "Special Rights” 
we are asking for! Like other minorities, we want 
"Protection from discrimination” ... A pretty basic 
right in a country that prides itself on it's multi- 
cultural heritage. It is time, forall those who would 
deny us this nght, to wake up to the fact that 
lesbians (and gay men) have an identifiable 
"Culture" outside of the bedroom... A culture as 
rich in diversity and history as any other in Canada. 
(See page 14 for a personal story) 


In the MARCH/APRIL issue of WOMONSPACE NEWS we will feature articles, stories and updated 
information onall these issues. In the meantime, YOU CAN PARTICIPATE by writing to the Premiere Ralph 
Klein and asking for his support for the Alberta Human Rights Commission taking cases of discrimination 


against lesbians and gay men. A folksy hand written fetter is just fine ... address is the Alberta Legislature. 


better if I knew how to deal with them, but I don’t © 


know who! can talk to that would not think of me 


as being unhappy and confused. 
Lustful 


Dear Lustful, 

Welcome to the rest of the world! You wouidn’t be 
human if you didn’t notice other people who are 
attractive to you on one level or another. It’s a 
normal, natural part of our process. However, if 
you puta lot of energy into these thoughts, the issue 
may become so large that the resulting guilt is 
overwhelming. Depending on the maturity of your 
partner, it might be a good idea to talk about it with 
her — it would allow you to dissipate the energy, 


5 releasing it through honest discussion. I really feel 


it’sunfortunate thatsofew people can openly admire 
someone's beauty without their partner interpreting 
it asa judgment upon their own attractiveness. Just 
because you have these thoughts does not mean you 
will act upon them. If you’ve chosen monogamy 


~ over your past lifestyle, and you are committed to 


your partner, allow yourself to be comfortable in 
noticing others. If your thoughts cannot be put into 
perspective in this way,and they continuetotorment 
you, then you will have todo some work in deciding 
what it is you really want. If this is the case, have 
enough respect for your partner to not keep her in 
the dark. 

Loretta 
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Out {n The World - International Lesbian Organizing. 


From: Woman of Power, Issue #22, Spring 1992 


Few things can be as exciting as making contact with 
lesbiansin another country. We really are everywhere, 
from Lagos, Nigeria, or San Jose, Costa Rica, to 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. The publication, Out in the 
World: International Lesbian Organizing, is designed 
to help put readers in touch with lesbian groups 
around the world. It is not intended to be a 
comprehensive guide; groups inside the U.S. aren’t 
discussed, forexample,and Outinthe World certainly 
doesn’t include every country. But this guideis a way 
to begin to plug into a growing and dynamic 
international movement. It should be noted that 
many countries, and lesbians may choose to work 
with gay men for very practical or ideological reasons. 
Lesbian-only or mixed group, we have a lot to offer 
one another, from ideas on how to organize projects to 
new definitions of what it means to be a lesbian. 


International work can be frustrating. There may be 
times when you write letter after letter to a group 
without a response. Language difficulties and cultural 
differences often seem insurmountable. The things 
that divide us, whether they be caste, race, or history, 
are multiple. Nothing is quite like the feeling, however, 
when after long and patient efforts, the barriers are 
bridged. International work is about using the 
privileges some of us have in order to support 
each other, not about being patronizing and 
thinking one perspective will fit the whole 
world. Itinvolves respect for the very different 
situations lesbians are in globally. 


International work is also tremendously 
inspiring — and very effective! A government 
may not listen to its own lesbian citizens but will often 
respond to lobbying groups outside its borders, if 


only to avoid being embarrassed in front of the _ 


international community. Demonstrations at 
embassies, international letter-writing campaigns, 
solidarity marches, and boycotts can make 
governments think twice about passing anti-lesbian 
legislation. The effect of moral support given to 
lesbians caught up in an oppressive situation can be 
incalculable. This is also a two-way street: seeing 
lesbians organizing under dangerous, sometimes even 
life-threatening situations, can give you a fresh im- 
petus in your own political work. 
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Lesbians outside the U.S. are often amazed that more 
American dykes aren’t involved in international 
organizing. They will point out that Americans have 
a lot to offer. Two very practical examples are 
grassroots fundraising experience and the American 
tradition of civil disobedience. In some western 
European countries, lesbian and gay rights groups 
receive substantial government funding. When this 
funding is reduced, either because of general budget 
tightening or the election of a more conservative 
administration, groups are forced to cut their own 
programs. The American familiarity with direct mail 
solicitation, benefit fundraisers — even garage sales — 
can be very useful for groups in this situation. 
Similarly, American organizing tactics, and in 
particular civil disobedience, are applicable in some 
countries. British activists invited American ACT UP 
organizers to London early in 1990 to learn more 
about their work, with the result that ACT UP groups 
are now appearing throughout the U.K. ACT UP 
women began a safe sex campaign for lesbians in late 
December by distributing thousands of free dental 
dams at bars and clubs in London. Americans can 
also offer research and information. 


But exactly how do you go about getting involved at 
an international level? Many women reading 
this article may already be involved without 
knowing it. Some of the organizations you 
belong to are in touch with and support their 
counterparts in other countries. These include 
lesbian and gay A.A. groups, synagogues, 
Metropolitan Community Churches, and other 
religious or professional associations. There 
are, more over, two major organizations involved in 
international lesbian organizing: The International 
Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) and the 


- International Lesbian Information Service (ILIS). You 


can join either of these two organizations and work 
through them or establish your own relationship with 
a group in another country. 


Many groupschoose one particular group with which 
to work. This is called “twinning” (you can learn 
which groups have asked to be twinned with another 
group through ILGA or ILIS). Twins share information 

continued page 6 
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and skills. One group may be wealthier than the other 
and can help with material aid, if asked. Material aid 
can be in the form of paying the twin’s ILGA or ILIS 
membership fees, collecting books and publications 
about lesbians and sending them to the group, raising 
money to subsidizea twin’srepresentative at meetings, 
translating newsand information, getting news about 
the twin’s activities and events into the U.S. lesbian 
press, or writing protest letters. Imagination is the 
only limit. Throughout Out in the World, you will 
find examples of how groups have worked together. 
A small lesbian group in Utrecht, the Netherlands, 
raised money so that Yugoslavian lesbians could 
print theirnewsletter. One New Zealand dykedonated 
a laptop computer on a visit to a Peruvian organizer, 
while another European group sent information on 
safe sex to lesbians in Thailand. 


A word of caution: in contacting groups listen in Out 
in the World, please respect their privacy. Never 


"Crone-ology" 


Duringa recent film festival, Insight '92,] was fortunate 
enough to see the film, Forbidden Love, a great 
documentary about lesbians in the 1950's and early 
1960's. The women being interviewed recorded forall 
of us a history, or herstory, of how lesbians met and 
socialized in the past in Montreal and Toronto. Asa 
native Edmontonian, my first thought was, well, there 
probably weren't any lesbians in Edmonton way back 
then. Of course there were lesbians in Ed-monton 
then, but what their experiences were, remains 
locked in silence, the same silence that we strive to 
break today. 


In order to break this silence | would like to hear from 


lesbians who lived in Edmonton during the 50's and | 


60's. I would like to record our history in the pages of 
Womonspace. Lesbians can only benefit from gaining 
a sense of our past. So please, if you're out there, call 
the Womonspace office, leave your nameand number, 
and let's get together and talk. Better yet, write your 
own story for us to put in the Womonspace News. 
However, whichever method you choose, let's get it 
down before we lose it. 


print the word lesbian on an envelope: use the group’s 
abbreviation. While this may go against your own 
grain, it is simple common sense and helps to protect 
women’s jobs, credibility within their community, 
and in some cases, their lives. To be disowned or 
discredited within your family, or to lose your job in 
a society where it is difficult for any woman to work 
outside the home, is no small matter. Don’t send 
postcards that use the “L” word or that depict sexual 
scenes (lesbian or straight). You risk having them 
seized by some overzealous customs agent and 
perhaps getting your correspondent in trouble. 


Weare everywhere, and international organizing can 
help us find and work with one another. 


Excerpted from the pamphlet: 
Out in the World: International Lesbian Organizing 
(Firebrand Books).@ 


Organizations Involved In 
International Lesbian Activities 
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 


Commission, 2978 Folsom Street, San Francisco CA 
94110. 


International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), 
Information Secretariat, c/o Antenne Rose, 81 rue 


| March-au-Charbon, 1000 Brussels, Belgium. 


International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), 
Women’s Secretariat, c/o Groep 7152, Grada Schadee, 
Postbus 1402, 3500 BK Utrecht, the Netherlands. 


International Lesbian Information Service (ILIS), 


‘\ c/o COC, Rozenstraat 8, 1016 NX Amsterdam, the 
| Netherlands. 


International Lesbian and Gay Youth Organization, 
c/o LHJO, Postbus 542, 1000 AM, Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands. 


International Lesbian and Gay People of Colour 
Conference, c/o Black Lesbian and Gay Center 
(BLGC), BM Box 4390, London WC1 3XX, England. 
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HOROSCOPE 


by Renée Fulsom 


For those of you who love to read your horoscope but hate it when it says something like a member of the opposite 
sex will find you irresistible", Womonspace offers these very original astrological forecasts written just for gay women. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 


Element - Earth Planet - Saturn Feminine 
The Capricorn woman is generally a woman of class, of 
enduring inner strength and self-discipline. They demand a 
lot but in return they also give much to their choosen one. 
They are dependable and loyal for love is taken seriously to 
her and she is very discriminating. She is not the type to 
believe in love at first sight. They have a practical approach 
to life and know that anything good is worth waiting for. 


CAPRICORN (December 22 - January 19) 

You may feel a need to explore the deeper meanings of life, 
sifting through your concepts of what is reality and what is 
illusion. Your energy level may be in conflict with your 
mental output with a tendency towards daydreaming over 
possibilities. Avoid all excesses. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 - February 19) 

Your sense of obligation to family and society will bestronger 
this next little while. Sometimes it may get a little over- 
whelming and rather tiring, but it won't last forever and the 
heaviness will pass. Just hang in there, we've all been there. 
PISCES (February 20 - March 20) 

Life is good, especially for you, with Venus transitting your 
sign, you should be or at least expect to be on everyones 
invitation list and luckly you'll have all the energy you need 
so you'll not have to dissappoint anyone. 

ARIES (March 21 - April 19) 

Careful not to let tempers flare, especially with those in 
authority, even though you may havea bitof trouble believing 
that there is an authority to you at this time. There is. It 
would be wise at this time to listen, quietly. 

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20) 

People are going to want to be around you, your friendship 
and nurturing quality are going to bein demand. Your going 
to have to be selective. Your energy level is not going to be 
as high as the demand. Take time out for yourself to recoup. 
Say "No, I can't", now and then. 

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) 

Be careful of over indulging this next while, if you already 
have the urge to spend, hide your charge cards. You'll be at 
your weakest and everything looks wonderful. If you stay 
practical you should have fun without suffering too many 
consequenses to you budget. 
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Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 19) 


Element - Air Planet - Uranus Masculine 
The Aquarius woman isastrong romantic, very independent, 
idealistic and impossible to tie down. She is friendly and 
charming and totally uncon-ventional. She lives on her 
ideas and need to explore them. She loves a challenge and 
cares little for what the rest of the world may think of how 
she approaches them. When they make a mistake. they'll 
say they're sorry and forget it and expect you to do thesame, 
they see the big picture not the little bumps along the way. 


CANCER (June 21 - July 22) 

Feelings of anger and resentment that are going to be triggered 
by your ego are in need of being addressed. What you have 
or have not accomplished this last six months will be a 
priority to you. Accept it, Deal with it, Let it go. 

LEO (July 23 - August 22) 


- You've had the time to reassess your status in life, it's now 


time to lick any of the wounds that may have occurred, real 
or imagined and get on with it. Don't let your pride make it 
worse than it really is. 

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22) 

Don't let yourself be deluded by the promise of love and 
glamour because that may be all you get is promises. Wait 
awhile ifit's real, itcan handle thelightof the day. You won't 
be any the worse in the wait. 

LIBRA (September 23 - October 23) 

Energy level will be high with the feeling you can take on the 
world and as long as your neither careless or reckless, you 
should be able to accomplish quite abit. Just remember if 
you want it to last you have to conserve. 

SCORPIO (October 24 - November 22) 


_ Along witha new year you could be looking ata new love or 


anew look at an established one. What may have started out 
as a friendship could very well develop into something a 
little more serious. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 - December 21) 

If your ego got the best of you last month and someone let 
youknowit, you will be forgiven for your love-em, leave-em 
behaviour as long as you remember to say your sorry. And 
really mean it. Not everyone can handle your no strings 
attached philosophy of life. 
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ENTS & 1 & HAPPENINGS 


Women's Program & Resource Women's Progr: Recoeme Cone | 
The Resource Centre has an excellent collection of 
books by or about lesbians. 

Membership is $5.00 per year for borrowing privi- 
leges. Call 492-3093 for the winter open hours (located 
at 11019 - 90 Avenue). 


Courses beginning in 1993: 
Family Trees & Social Roots - Women Exploring Their 
Families of Origin (6170), 6 Thur. starting Jan. 14; 


Women of Colour - Needs, Strategies & Empower- 


ment (6173), 6 Tues. starting Feb. 2 


Please call to receive a detailed brochure about these 
andother courses we will be offering. 
492-3093 or 492-3116 


“FAMILY DAY 


On February 15, we will be celebrating an official 


holiday, "Family Day". Lesbians area part of a family, 
whether it be your family by choice (friends, 
community, church, etc), parents, relatives, by birth 
or adopted, or your own created Lesbian family. 


"What is it like to be a lesbian?” What can we say? We 


live in the world as individuals with friends, lovers, 
families and children; jobs, neighbours, grocery 
shopping, laundry and bills; interests, problems and 
responsibilities — just like everyone else. But we liveas 
lesbians and that does make a difference. 


Lesbians discover the passion and delight of loving 
women in the midst of a society which denies the 
validity, often the very existence, of that love. 


The above two paragraphs are reprinted from 
Stepping Out of Line, A Workbook on Lesbianism 


and Feminism by Nym Hughes, Yvonne Johnson and ° 


Yvette Perreault. 


| 


Womonspace Dance 
January 16, 1993 at Bonnie Doon Hall. 
83 Avenue & 83 Street 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. 
Membership card required for reduced rate. 


February 20, 1993 at Bonnie Doon Hall 
Membership card required for reduced rate. 


Womonspace Board Meetings 
Members welcome. First Sunday of each month. 
7:30 p.m. Common Room, 9930 - 106 St., Basement 


Lesbian Coming Out Group 
Will start up again Monday, January 18, 1993 
7:30 p.m. at the Gay & Lesbian Community Center 


11745 Jasper Ave. (Greymac Bldg.) Downstairs #104 


THEY'VE MOVED! 

AIDS Network of Edmonton is now located at: 
#201, 11465 Jasper Avenue 

also the offices of EPLWHIV & Feather of Hope 
Information Line: 488-5816 


Looking Forward To March 


Lots of events coming up, check our Lesbian Life Line 


425-0511. For details as they become available ... the 
line is updated about every two weeks. 
e Jennifer Berezan in Concert March 6 
e International Woman's Day Events March 6 & 7 
e International Film Festival 
e Gays & Lesbians on Campus (GALOC) 

Pride Week Events 
e Riverdale Women's Dance March 26 


(note: these dances will be on Fridays in 1993) 


"Colonization, Gender & 6 My Body" 


Colin Lowe Theatre (NFB), February 5 & 6, 12 & 13 
For information, call 429-1671 or 425-9212. 


Gay Games 
New York — June, 1994 
Teams - Fundraising - Planning Meeting 


: Sunday, Jan. 31, 7:30 pm at 9930 - 106 St. Downstairs 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 


Looking Further Forward 
June may look like a long way off, but plans are 
already underway for PRIDE WEEK 1993 ... 
if you would like to bea part of it, call Dave at 454-6914 
and help make another Lesbian/Gay Week to 
Remember. 


Rumor also has it that the full photo art presentation — 


DRAWING THELINE: LESBIANSEXUAL POLITICS 
ON THE WALL is scheduled to be in Edmonton in 
June. 


Bowling Team 
The Northern Titans are looking for women who 
want to bowl for fun. 
Saturdays at 5:15 pm at Lynwood Bowl. 


Sing, Sing, Sing... 
The VOCAL MINOR- 
ITY/Gay and Lesbian 
Chorus. Join in and sing 
proud. Practices, Sunday 
2 pm - 4 pm, 9541 - 109A 
Avenue. For info call 
Lorna at 423-6987 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


To get in on Events & Happening, subscribe NOW to 
Womonspace News... Not on newsstands until after 
mid-month. 


NEWSLETTER 


The next Newsletter Planning Meeting will be 


Saturday, January 30, 11:00 a.m. at 106, 12404-114 | 


Avenue — 454-8031 


We need to develop two teams. 

1) Editorial/ Writing / Proof Reading 

2) Distribution - Mailing 

The first team will work through the month preceeding 
an issue (eg. during February for March - April). The 
second team only has to get together for one evening 
around the first of the month of that issue (eg. 1st week 
of March). 


THE GAY AND LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE... GLCCE 


~ We have a new home at 11745 care Avenue (Grey- 


mac Building, beside McDonald's) downstairs, #104. 
This is a nice clean, cheerful space with a large drop- 
in lounge, office, counselling room, kitchen and a 
larger room that is the Board Room or a place for 


_ workshops, films and so on. 


This space is available for community use for meet- 
“| ings or events. GLCCE is open from 7 pm — 10 pm, 


Monday through Friday. 


1993 Memberships are now available: 


Individual $25.00 Couple $40.00 
Low Income/Student: Individual $15.00 
Couple $20.00. 


Membership includes anewsletter, specialrates when 


applicable and the good feeling of supporting a needed 
community service. 


Counselling for lesbians / women’s night has been 


| Wednesdays... please check for the Winter schedule, 


as it may change. 


In March GLCCE will hold it's Annual General 
‘Meeting... please consider a position on the Board of 
1. Directors, the lesbian voice is needed. 


For further information call 488-3234 or send 


-memberships to: 
_GLCCE, Box 1852, Edmonton, Alberta T5] 2P2. 


WHAT'S NEW IN 1993 
New membership cards will be issued every year and 


Membership Cards Must Be Presented For All Dances 
& Functions In Order To Be Eligible For Reduced 


Rates. 


Look for continuing excellence in our newsletter and 
monthly dances. Also, look for women's coffee houses, 
family events, camping trips, speakers’ series, and of 
course Madonna's command performance. 


If you have any questions or concerns call our Lesbian 


Life Line at 425-0511. 
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~ SPLINTERS FROM 
THE BOARD 


Best News of the Year Dept. 

Anagreement has been reached with Bonnie Doon 
Community League in regards to our dances. Early in 
the Fall our contact at Bonnie Doon Hall informed us 
they would no longer be renting their hall for social 
functions. Initial efforts by Gail S. and an excellent 
final effort from Wray D. has persuaded the people at 
Bonnie Doon Hall to exempt us from their decision. 
At present we have a home for the dances and the 
Community League will give us two months notice of 
any change in our status. 


A New Year For Womonspace Dept. 

Several people have come forward for board and 
committee positions, thereby laying the cornerstone 
for an interesting year for Womonspace. What 
happens to the cornerstone, whether we build an 
outhouse ora palace, depends on the lesbians and bi- 
sexual women in Edmonton. The first big step for the 
board is to initiate a membership drive. Make 1993 
your year to belong to Womonspace, you might be 
pleasantly surprised with a few of the ideas the board 
has. Imagine a night out that is not a dance or an 
evening at Boystown? 


What's New Dept. 

Does anyone out there read the newsletter? Does 
anyone realize what a great little newsletter it is? 
Does anyone know how much work goes into the 
newsletter, especially by our over-worked editor? 
We would really like to see more people contribute to 
the newsletter, especially important to usisthe lesbian 
voice in Edmonton. Wouldn't it be nice to read a little 
something from a Jock about the sweat set? How 
about an article from a feminist-type about the state of 
the Riverdale dances? Maybe a piece from someone 
into S/M about the best place to get leather? The 
Womyn's community in Edmonton is a very diverse 
group of individuals and cliques, but hey, let's talk. 


Till next time, if you want to see the Womonspace 
board in action be at the common room the first 
Sunday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 


~ Jennifer Berezan 


Woman to Womon 
BOOKS 


106, 12404 - 114 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 3M5 
Telephone: (403) 454-8031 


e All titles in our catalogue are here in stock ¢ 
¢ Mail Order for Lesbians & Feminists ¢ 
e Special order for hard to find titles ¢ 
Write or call to be on our mailing list 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


LESBIANS IGNITED 


By Carolyn Gammon 


In this impassioned first book of poetry, Carolyn Gammon writes 
from the fiery heart of lesbian life and love. The rhythms vary from 
no-holds-barred torch songs to poems imbued with ironicslow burn, 
as Gammon investigates sexuality and politics with explicit, 
uncompromising and sometimes humorous language. 


In her introduction Carolyn states: “T write for the lay-dyke and in 
doing so, try to keep my work accessible. Poetry has become an 
academic scareword. Yet it is poetry which has come down to us 
through the ages in a very lesbian way, mouth to mouth, lips to lips. 
Itis this oral tradition which saved Sappho’s work from disappearing. 
Iconsider this book a collection of oral pieces to be read aloud, shared 
with a room full, a field full, a bed full of dykes.” 


CAROLYN GAMMON recently received her Mistress of Arts (work 
completed, title pending) from Concordia University in Montreal, 
where she founded the Lesbian Studies Coalition of Concordia. She 
has been widely published in lesbian and feminist journals and 
anthologies. This is her first book of poetry. 


ALSO NEW! 


Borderlines, new release 
CD - $20.00 Tape - $14.00 
Old, New, Borrowed, Blue, new release 

Heather Bishop CD-$15.00 Tape — $12.00 
International Feminist Fiction 

Edited by Julia Penelope & Sarah Valentine. 
Hard Cover 

The Erotic Naiad 

Edited by Katherine Forrest & Barbara Grier 
Stories by your favorite Naiad authors 

(We special order all Naiad titles) 
Outercourse: The Be-Dazzling Voyage 
Mary Daly, The (her) story of her journey 


$22.95 


$14.95 


$18.75 
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CALL FOR ALL FORMS OF WRITTEN & 
VISUAL WORK FOR AN ANTHOLOGY BY 
& ABOUT BISEXUAL WOMEN 


Deadline: February 1, 1993 


At least half of this anthology will be written and produced by 
Women of Colour and the book will be published by SISTER 
VISION PRESS, A Black Women and Women of Colour Press. 
We are an editorial group of six feminist-bisexual women. We 
are Black, BlackAsian, South Asian, Ashkenazy Jew and White, 
able-bodied, working and middle class. We especially seek the 
voice of bisexual Women of colour. 


IF YOU'VE NEVER WRITTEN BEFORE, BUT DREAM 
ABOUT IT.. OR IF YOU HAVE AND WANT TO 
COME OUT BI IN PRINT... 


Share your work with us: 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S ANTHOLOGY 
C/O SISTER VISION PRESS 


P.O. Box 217, Stn. E, Toronto, Ontario M6H 4E2 


If you can, please send your 
writing on IBM compatible disk 
and a printed copy. Send self- 
addressed, stamped envelope 
(and if outside Canada, 
International Reply Coupons) 
for return. 


WANTED: 


Women Journeying ... 
from Marriage to Lesbian Identity 


NO, this is not a personal ad... 

Participants are needed foran MSW thesis research 
on the "Stresses and supports impacting on women 
whocome outas lesbians directly froma heterosexual 
marriage”... women who have decided toleave ...are 
in the process of leaving ...or who haveleft (no matter 
how long ago). 

This research is done witha questionaire where no 
names are required. 

If you would like to participate, write for a 
questionaire to: 

Cece, P.O. Box 898 
Annandale, VA 22003, U.S.A. 


“OUR WORLD" 


Newsletters, Magazines & Journals for Women, 
Lesbians, Feminists and Dykes 


(please note: when sending for information or subscriptions, 
please do not use the words Lesbian or Gay in the address) 


Womonspace News Our very own news source is a mere $15.00 
per year (includes membership) sent to Womonspace, 9930 - 106 
Street, Edmonton T5K 1C7 


TWIST (Lesbian and Gay issues) from Seattle, Portland and 
Vancouver, write: Triangle Media, 600 First Avenue, Suite 227A, 
Seattle WA 98104 USA this is a freebie in Vancouver, may have 
a subscription price. 


QUOTA (Lesbian Newspaper) from Toronto, $21.50 for 12 
issues, good content... politics, personal stories, books, films. 
Quota magazine Subscriptions, PO Box 446, Station P, Toronto 
M5S 2589 


X-TRA (Gay and Lesbian) from Toronto, $45.95 for 26 issues. 
Fair content, heavy male emphasis, politics, news, personal, 
reviews. X-TRA Subscriptions, Box 7289, Station A, Toronto 
M5W 1X9 


ANGLES (Lesbian and Gay) from Vancouver, slightly more 
balanced M/F content, politics, news, articles, reviews. Write 
for info on subscriptions. Angles, 1170 Bute St., Vancouver V6E 
1Z6 (or check for copies at GLCCE and Boystown). 


PARTNERS (Gay and Lesbian couples) from Seattle, $21.14) 
USA funds for 1 year, news, personal articles, reviews. 
PARTNERS, Box 9685, Seattle WA 98109-0685 USA 


LESBIAN CONNECTION (Lesbian newsletter) from Michigan, 
minimum donation $10.00 US funds for one year. Good content, 
reader responses, articles, resources, reviews and listings for 
contact if your are traveling/ moving to another city (NOT AS 
PERSONAL ADS). 

Ambitious Amazons, PO Box 811, East :Lansing, MI 48826 USA 


FULL CIRCLE (Lesbian newsletter) from Calgary, write for 
subscription info: 
Full Circle 228 - 40 Ave. NW Calgary T2K 0E4 


KINESIS (Feminist with lesbian content) from Vancouver, 
$20.00 per year. News about women not found in the dailies. 
Kinesis Subscriptions, #301 - 1720GrantSt., Vancouver V5SL2Y6 


OFF OUR BACKS (Feminist with lesbian content) from 


Washington DC, $22.00 US funds per year, usually a great read. 
Off Our Backs, 2423 - 18th St. NW, Washington DC 20009 USA 


... More next issue of Womonspace News... let us know YOUR 
favorites by sending title, cost and a short description plus 
address to subscribe. 


NOTICE: 
newsletters and Magazines/Journals If there is enough interest shown. Write 
to us with a list of what you would like and include your phone number. At the 
end of February we will assess the wishes and see what we can set up. WTW 


Woman to Womon Books can get bulk subscriptions to many 


Books, #106, 12404 - 114 Avenue, Edmonton T5M 3M5 
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By definition the term relationship is very vague. 
Being gay and being ina relationship also seems quite 
vague. It’s quite depressing when we look around us 
and see the relationships that exist inour community. 
It certainly is indicative of the fact that a huge portion 
of us came from dysfunctional families. However, 
we're adults now and at some point we need to 
become responsible for our behaviours and for the 
relationships we enter into. 


My experience with relationships in our gay world is 
not unlike many of yours. Few last very long and the 
ones that do aren’t always what they appear. Here’s 
a classic example; Two women meet, have dinner a 
couple of times, sleep together before the first week is 
over and are living together by the end of the first 
month. They alienate their friends, disappear from 
their social circleand most importantly lose allidentity 
of their separate selves. What I don’t understand is, 
what is the rush? My guess is, there is a lack of seif- 
esteem, lack of trust, and definitely a lack of maturity. 


When cohabiting is such an assumed logical 
development in any relationship, it is almost 


Firm Forced To Put Up Lesbian 
Poster As Penalty 


A billboard poster of two women kissing has been 
placed at a busy Winnipeg intersection as part of a 
human rights settlement. 


Mediacom, which refused to print or install an 
anti-homophobic billboard last year, is paying for 
the poster. It includes the text: "Lesbian. It’s nota 
dirty word." 


The complaint was filed by Average Good Looks, 
which wanted to provide an alternative to the 
negative portrayal of homosexuals in popular 
culture. 


RIAD AVA DIO 


Relationships in a Gay World 


blasphemous, if a couple decides not to live together. 
“If you love each other why wouldn’t you live 
together?”, “it seems ridiculous to pay rent in two 
places when living together will save so much 
money?”. Well, we all know saving $150 each month 
doesn’t make or break any relationship. I believe 
separate dwellings enhance the emotional and 
physical bond. Unfortunately, it takes strong, trusting, 
and committed individuals for this type of 
arrangement to be successful. “After all, if my partner 
is living with meI‘ll know at all times where she is and 
therefore the relationship will grow stronger”. Quite 
the opposite is likely to happen: Familiarity not only 
breeds contempt but also breeds the deadening of any 
romance. 


In a world where we are all struggling to find the 
“ultimate relationship” we need to discover first who 
we are, and keep that person strong. We also need to 
become responsible for our relationship choices and 
trust that if the person we love, loves us, we will not 
lose our love if we choose to live apart, rather our love 
may even flourish. 

Emily B. 


BECAUSE WE CANT 
HAVE SEXUAL GOINGS 
ON IN THIS OFFICE! 


YOU RE FIRED!! 
HOMOSEXUALS 
ARE NOT PERMITTED 
TO WORK HERE 
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... The Natural Way 


by Renée Fulsom 


Nature has always provided us with the ability to 
heal ourselves — body, mind, and soul. It is our re- 
sponsibility to do what we can, keeping what is our 
Mothers and Father God’s gift to us — our bodies — 
healthy. 

It's that time of year again, we've all said those 
words at least once, when December rolls around and 
the signs of Christmas become more and more visible. 
We may have said those words with many different 
feelings or emotions inter-playing with one another 
as they're being said. Some of these feelings may be of 
fear, excitement, resentment, love, hope or just plain 
overall anxiety. Thesheer weight of all thoseemotions 
over laying one another can lead to a high stressed 
state that canand usually does lead to many asleepless 
night. . 


And an equally rough day. 
A tea that has worked very well for me to soothe those 
ragged nerves, is the one I've choosen to include this 
time around. 

Hope you enjoy it. 


1 part Scullcap 
1 part Valarian Root 
2 parts Peppermint 


Please feel free to call or write in with any comments 
or questions. I would enjoy hearing from you. 


Renee 


By Women: For Women 
In each issue we will feature a business or service 
owned or managed by women in Edmontonand area. 


FOR WOMEN This can be a home based business or 
store front/office. Tell your story, describe your 
product or service — Please limit to about 200 - 300 
words and small graphics possible. 


A Semnce Whore Time Has Come 


Message Therapy, Acupressure, and Reflexology. 
Here are some alternative choices in personal health 
care being offered by Body Balance Therapeutic 
Massage, owned and operated by Sandra Strangman 
and Natalie Hein. 


People are realizing now, more than ever, how 
important it is to strive fora balanced, healthy lifestyle. 
We facilitate this process by focusing on wellness asa 
whole, rather than simply masking the physical 
symptomology. 


What do these therapies offer? Relaxation of muscular 
tension and a balance of the vital life forces of the 
body. When tension accumulates in the body, the 
energy is blocked from its natural flow, thus creating 
an excess of energy in one area of the body and a 
deficiency in another. By treating the body, tension is 
released and energy can circulate freely. This balancing 
process as a whole helps to stimulate healing within 
the body. 


Body Balance Therapeutic Massage is committed to 
the personal well-being of all persons as individuals. 
Weshareaconcern for globalawareness. This process 
begins with greater self awareness and a desire to 
make a difference. 


Body Balance Therapeutic Massage will be opening in 
the second week of January, and is located at 12405 - 
110 Avenueon thecorner and above Food For Thought. 
We are offering a 10% discount for the remainder of 
January, with the donation of a non-perishable food 
item for the Food Bank. A frequent user card is 
available, offering a free massage after every ten. Gift 
certificates are also available. For information or 
appointments please call 455-1764. 
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~ Theskeal dual. nesta lity of Diseriminali 


lam unemployed because I ama lesbian. When the agency 
I worked for dismissed me, I was financially and emotionally 
devastated. I am still very angry when I think the reason my 
contract was terminated was because I am a lesbian. The 
agency and the client disagree. Their denial that my dismissal 
is “discrimination by sexual orientation” has encouRAGEd 
me to action. 


The Alberta Human Rights Commission (AHRC) hasagreed 
to investigate my claim of discrimination based on "sexual 
orientation”. A month ago when I was dismissed they said 
they had no mandate to investigate a claim like mine. Since 
then they have announced they will be hearing such cases. | 
am pleased to have found a supportive relationship with 
"my community” and "the state”. (ed note: since this article 
was written there may have been changes in policy) 


Until my client realized I was lesbian she had no problem 
with her child being with me until one day when she came 
to pick up her child and recognized my partner, Denise. 
During a debate on homosexuality at the University of 
Alberta five years previously, Denise had identified herself 
asa lesbian and challenged my client's ideas. At no time had 


my client called me into her office, shut the door, sat behind . 


her desk, pulled down the two books she'd written, and 
called on her professional credentials. This happened only 
after she came to pick up her child atmy home and I was told 
I could not take the child to my home. Although, everyone 
involved has denied it, it feels like homophobia to me! 


I would agree that the client has a right to her values but her 
rights should not include the right to have me terminated for 
being in a relationship she believes is wrong. She says she 
has gay friends. She also writes books and speaks on panels 
thatsay being lesbian is unnatural, and egocentric "lifestyle", 
like feminism, caused by moving away from God and 
scripture. She draws a diagram that places lesbians and 
feminists in a dark circle with arrows pointing into and is 
surrounded by a circle labelled "We" with arrows pointing 
outward to a circle labelled "God /Ideal Spiritual Realm”. 
She says she believes that heterosexual marriage is the right 
place to raise children. 


No one wants to think of themselves as a bigot when they 
believe they love everyone: the “sinner” isnot "thesin”. Well, 
this integrated spiritually journeying feminist lesbian thinks 
that what this woman says is, at least, heterosexist (ed. note: 
a belief that heterosexual relationships are the norm and 
therefore superior to all other relationships). 


My being terminated, demonstrates that the fear expressed 
by the women in the coming out group about losing their - 


jobs or the respect of the people they work with, is real. For 
anyone who has others dependent on their making a living, 
the fear is particularly nerve wrecking. And when a form 
asks about job stress, few put down “homophobia.” I don't 
think anyone should have to work each day with the fear of 
losing their job if someone finds out they are lesbian. Few of 
us work for ourselves or are in union protected workplaces. 


Although, homophobia warps our relationships in the work 
place, my co-workers have been very supportive of my 
human right bid. They tell me that the fear of unexpected 
dismissal is one they share with me, as this agency is typical 
of most women's workplaces doing “women's work", non- 
union. If I can be dismissed for discriminatory reasons 
obvious to them even when my client said I did a good job, 
so can they. 


] have had the joy of working in a gay-positive workplace. 
There, I could talk about my life in an everyday fashion just 
like the non-lesbians. Asa feminist, | understand that when 
women in the work place are made adversaries, the system 
that divides them is heterosexist. My contribution as a 
lesbian to ending heterosexism is to do everything I can to 
name and help eradicate homophobia. I get obscene phone 
calls when I speak out. I tell the callers if they want to know 
more about lesbian sexuality to read a book or take a course. 
Homophobia is a killer relationship. Let's get out of it. 
Anne 


LINKING LESBIANS 
ACROSS CANADA 


Here's the opportunity you've been waiting for! Write to 
other lesbians, increase your circle of friends, or perhaps find 
that special someone you have been looking for. 


LYNX 


A Correspondence Club — Ages 18 and Over 
For more info., please write and enclose a 43¢ stamp to: 


LYNX 
P.O. BOX 4759, STATION E 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO KIS 5H9 


After receiving your request, we will send you the 
following: 


1) —anintroduction to LYNX; 
2) an Application for Membership; and 
3) ideas on how to complete your application. 
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Bp 


Bees : 
__ We invent it as we go along! There may be a pattern to 


a heterosexual relationships, but I have yet to see one in 
lesbian relationships (aside from those that are exactly 


What Is A Lesbian Relationship? 


_ I guess my answer to my own question is, it depends. The 


models we have for our intimate relationships are generally 
based on our parents and extended family, movies, TV, and 


novels, with an occasional biography and some pop 
psychology thrown in. For most of us, those models are 
heterosexual and based on father in charge, mom taking care 
of father and kids, or the prince sweeping Cinderella types 
off their feet. All too often, we also see intimacy associated 
with some kind of violence. _ 


We, Canadians, grow upina society that puts many women 
on a pedestal but at the same time, presents us with lots of 


evidence that women are hated, feared or at least held in 
_ contempt. 


_ And of course, all that I just said, probably only applies to 


those of us who are white, middle classish and somewhat 


ee educated as well as able-minded /bodied andliterate. Hardly 
a description of all lesbians. ) 


i Given all this, it is something of a miracle that ANY two (or 
~ more) lesbians can form a relationship of any kind. How do 
we overcome our assumptions about what is normal, get 
_ past ouringrained dislike and distrust of women, and forget 
_ our histories of abuse to arrive at a place where we are 
_ woman-loving and open to the intimacy of sex. 


part of our “making love”... 
may be missing in most heterosexual relationships where 
patterns are there for the taking. 


modeled on the husband and wifestyle...and that’s OK too, 


_ifit works for that couple). The wonderful part (well, one of 


them) of being lesbian is that there are no rules, nothing is 


politically correct, we are free of any need to please anyone. 


The price for that freedom is that my partner and I have to 
spend time designing our relationship, negotiate changes 


and constantly be aware of where we both are emotionally 


as we grow into that relationship. I like to think of this asa 
an awareness of each other that 


_ Age and life experience are also factors in this inventing. 


Two women in their forties who have come out of 


“marriages”, probably havea pretty clear idea of what they 


DON’T want in a relationship, as do lesbians who have 
survived abusive relationships with other women. 


Relationships may be ends in themselves, a part of our 
learning and growing as humans. Does it really matter if a 


relationship lasts 3 months or 30 years, if the women have 


loved each other? The whole idea of “forever” did not 
originate with lesbians, it is a heterosexual idea. 


Maybe if we want to know whata lesbian relationship is, we 
should ask lesbians who are in one, and see whose answers 
apply most to us and our partners. I'll bet, if you ask 30 
lesbian couples, you'll get 30 different answers. Isn’t it 
wonderful!! Ad 


COMING ISSUE 


March/April Issue: 
10; 1995. 
Theme: 


Material can be pee at anytime up to February 


~ Special issue on discrimination and human rights. 


MEMBERSHIP MEANS... 


¢ Discount Prices on Dances & Womonspace Events ° 
¢ Womonspace Newsletter * Library ¢ Voting ® 
e A Community of Womyn 


WANTED: Book Reviews _ Cartoonist /Illustrator 
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Womonspace Activities _ 


All Womonspace activities are open to members and non-members. Activities are free : fa 
unless otherwise noted. Everyone is welcome. The Womyn's Building is located in pe 
basement of 9930 - 106 Street. A 


Monthly Board Meeting: 
First Sunday of the Month at 7:30 pm. 
Library available to members. 
Lesbian Drop-In: 

Hostesses needed. Interested? February 20, 1993. Same as above. 
Leave name & phone # on 425-0511 ai 
Newsletter Meeting: Admission: Members $5.00 _ 
Sat., January 30, 1993 at 11:00 am. Non-members $8.00 
Bring a lunch to: 106, 12404 - 114 Ave. — 

454-8031 Mernerthit card required. 


Womonspace Dances: 
January 16, 1993, 8:00 pm - 1:00 am 
Bonnie Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street) 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K ae 
Phone: 425-0511 


PammEMnEnKy ay Ome 
WOMONSPACE 1993 MEMBERSHIP FORM > 


Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 © Phone: 425-0511 
(Confidentiality Assured) 


q 

| 

{ 

: 

NAME: : DATE: 

j ADDRESS: | : Clix, 

| PROV: POSTAL: ss PHONE: ci ile 

Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (Low income available) 

g New Member Renewal _ Twould like to bea volunteer [] Yes (J No 

; 


mr = 
= F 


I would like my newsletter: ie ! in o 
LJ Mailed tomy home [Pick up at t dances / events Total Enclosed $ res 
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